GERMANY
Connecting to the Upstate.

PARTNERS IN COMMERCE
South Carolina stands out as a top destination for foreign investment, ranking #1 nationwide
in attracting jobs through foreign investment for three of the last five years (IBM-Plant
Location International). The Upstate is home to more than 465 international companies,
including 136 German-owned firms, and our region has the specialized resources to support
international companies seeking to expand their operations in the United States.

Announcement of New German
Companies in the Upstate, 2015-2016
Company

Jobs

Capital
Investment

• Foreign-owned companies employ 131,900 South Carolinians and represent 8.2% of the
state’s private-industry employment

EuWe Eugen Wexler

78

$16.1 Million

C H Muller

60

$11 Million

• German firms represent 30% of the total international firms in the Upstate region

Brose North America

60

$6 Million

• German firms employ more than 19,500 people in the Upstate region

MAIREC

35

$4.6 Million

• The Upstate is home to BMW, Bosch, ZF, Adidas, Brose, BASF, Draexlmaier, Siemens,
and many others in advanced industries

Era-Contact USA

45

$3.6 Million

WG Plastics

50

$2.7 Million

30

$2.5 Million

PecTec

15

$2 Million

Kirchner Design

30

$1 Million

Otto Bock
Polyurethane

INTERNATIONAL TRADE
Germany is one of our largest trading partners, with South Carolina exporting goods of more than $3.7 Billion, in U.S. dollars, in 2016. Only
California surpassed South Carolina in total exports to Germany in 2016. Our top ranking categories of exports to Germany include transport
equipment, computer and electronic products, machinery, and chemicals. And, South Carolina’s exports are expected to grow according to
the 2016 U.S. Chamber of Commerce report that ranked South Carolina #3 for Export Intensity and #6 for Export Growth.

INTERNATIONAL SUPPORT
South Carolina’s European office is located in Munich, Germany to serve the growing interest from German and other European firms.
The Upstate SC Alliance works as a team with the State and our partners to provide support and resources for international companies
seeking to establish and expand operations within the United States of America, including:
• Market Entry - Whether you are seeking market entry through FDI, business partnering, or a landing pad, we can help.
To Charlotte

• Market Insight - We can provide customized reports on workforce
availability, information on our existing industries, comparison reports with
other regions, and other business and demographic reports.
• Team of Advisors – From incorporation to environmental regulations to
incentives negotiation, we can assist you in assembling a team of
professional advisors to help you launch successfully in the U.S. market.
• Visas – Information on visa requirements for travel in the United States is
available through the U.S. Department of State. Let us connect you to local
providers who are experienced in this field.
• Site selection – Our business recruitment team can conduct a search of
available properties based on your specific criteria.

To Atlanta
To Port of Charleston
UPSTATE
SOUTH CAROLINA

• Connections – To federal, state, local and private sector agencies and
stakeholders. And, to organizations supporting international business and cultural growth, including International Center of the Upstate,
German American Chamber of Commerce, and German American Club of the Carolinas.

GLOBAL
BUSINESS
ENVIRONMENT

New York, NY

Washington, DC

BUSINESS MOVES HERE
Located in the northwestern corner of South Carolina, the Upstate connects two
of the largest cities in the Southeastern United States: Charlotte and Atlanta. This
10-county region is home to some of the world’s most forward thinking companies,
including world leaders in the development and application of cutting-edge
technologies in a multitude of industries, and provides an unmatched quality of life to its
1.4 million residents.
Home to more than 465 foreign-owned firms from 34 countries around the world, the
Upstate offers a welcoming and supportive locale for international business. Our diverse
portfolio of businesses includes world leaders such as BMW, GE, Fujifilm, Michelin, Milliken,
and Lockheed Martin and continues to grow with the announcement of more than 160 new and
expanding companies since 2015.

Charlotte, NC
Upstate SC
Atlanta, GA

Miami, FL

TOP INDUSTRIES
AUTOMOTIVE
With more than 250 automotive-related companies, the Upstate continues to be a prime location for the automotive industry,
who can reach more than 16 OEMs in a day’s drive. Home to industry leaders BMW, ZF, Borg Warner, Bosch, and Michelin, the
Upstate is a national leader in automotive research and manufacturing. The region is home to world class CU-ICAR (Clemson
University International Center for Automotive Research), an advanced-technology research campus, providing industry driven
research and engineering talent. South Carolina is the #1 Exporter of tires and completed passenger vehicles in the U.S.

BIOSCIENCES
An exceptional research foundation bolstered by our strengths in advanced manufacturing make the Upstate an ideal location
for advancing the frontiers of medicine. Our biosciences industry is growing steadily, supported by our hospital systems,
research universities, and private industry. The Upstate has been recognized as an emerging biotech hub, with research
centers in biomaterials, devices, genetic conditions, genomic profiling, and cancer research. Home to St. Jude Medical,
Medtronic, Capsugel, and Nutra Manufacturing.

ADVANCED MATERIALS
Advanced materials manufacturing and research has deep roots in Upstate South Carolina, whose thriving economy was anchored
in the textile industry. Today, the Upstate develops and produces innovative materials in the areas of plastics, optics/ photonics,
textiles, ceramics, and metals used as the building blocks for some of the world’s most complex products. The sector has 837
establishments in the Upstate, including major operations by Milliken, 3M, Fujifilm, Toray, AFL Telecommunications, Sterilite, and
AVX. The advanced materials sector in the Upstate employs 37,804 people, which is 77% above the national average and growing.

AEROSPACE
Our proximity to OEMs such as Boeing, Gulfstream, and Airbus, coupled with the Upstate’s powerful synergies in mobility and
materials research and manufacturing, makes us an attractive location for companies in the growing aerospace industry,
including GE Aviation, Lockheed Martin, Michelin, Cytec and Champion Aerospace. There are more than 400 aviation and
aerospace-related companies in South Carolina, and more than 38% of them are located in the Upstate. A large concentration
of engineers and aerospace training programs ensure that the industry will have the skilled workforce needed to soar.
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